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The choice is stark! Carrying on with what we are 
doing and destroying the world or taking drastic 
actions and leaving a better world for our next 
generations 

Why Air Quality People Chamber? And Why an
Independent Local Office for Measuring pollutants

The choice is ours!



Why Coventry and Warwickshire Air 
Quality People’s Chamber (C&W AQPC)

• C&W AQPC is an independent body composed of representatives of 
resident associations, academics, Councillors, medical profession 
and pollution specialists

• The Chamber was formed  to gather bona fide data to help all 
concerned to make  the right decisions on ways to improve air 
quality in our towns and cities 

• There is a need for more and more accurate monitoring, which our 
group can do, and which can be used to support the work already in 
place in Warwick District Council and wider afield 

• The intention and our desire are to  work closely with local councils 
and the Government agencies on way to improve the air quality 



A Local Independent Office for Monitoring Air 
Quality Locally

The purpose of establishing a People Chamber for Air Quality Measuring
and Monitoring, and an office for it, are:

• To gain a wider understanding of the effects of Poor Air Quality
• To understand what we currently measure and consider its adequacy
• To communicate the above understanding to the widest possible 

audience
• To share the evidence based on the health and social impacts of Poor 

Air Quality
• To share good practice
• To understand the likely impacts of Poor Air Quality on Cities such as 

Coventry and Towns Like Leamington Spa (To be aware that Air quality 
does not differentiate administrative boundaries)

• To consider possible ways to mitigate against Poor Air Quality
• To agree next steps towards cleaner Local Air and helping the 

Government with the Climate Change Emergency initiative



Friends of Earth

All local authorities should adopt an 
ambitious local climate action plan . And they 
should join with Friends of the Earth and 
others in urging more government action. 
Each local authority should declare a climate 
emergency as a sign of political intent. 



Performance Score and Key Issues 

• Coventry 52%

• North Warwickshire 60%

• Lack of measurement in known pollution spots

• Focus on Nox

• Limited PMs Measurements

• No known measurement of less than PM2.5

An example of the work we are undertaking



Graph of Coventry Hot Spots 2015



Graph of Coventry Hot Spots 2016



2017 Figures - Using Adjustment Factors
NB: The readings in 2017 were reduced by a bias and distance factors as 

recommended by the Government without any adjustment for 
instrument/Tube  Known and Acknowledged 25% Error



Why 2017 Figures Improved?
A Travesty of Facts 



Hospital Admissions vs Diffusion Tube Readings 
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Actual Diffusion Tube Readings
Bias Adjusted vs Distance Corrected vs RZ Corrected 

NB: RZ figures are based on actual measurement sat road levels

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49

Bias Adjusted
and Annualised

Distance
corrected to
nearest exposure

RZ Corrections



Average Diffusion Tube Reading 
2015-2018 



Hospital Admissions vs Diffusion Tube Readings 
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Summary of Results 
• The results in above slides are examples of worsening air quality in 

cities such as Coventry
• It is clear that there has been a steady increase of some pollutants 

viz., 6% NOx similar a increase in PM10 and PM2.5 in Coventry 
every year since the measurement started.

• The results for 2017 shows a reduction but this is not true as the 
readings have been intentionally reduced and in fact they should 
have shown an increase. The method used to reduce figures 
arbitrarily and illogically is shown in table presented in slide 11.

• There is a correlation between level of pollutants and admission to 
local hospitals for respiratory problems as shown in slide 15.    

• Based on the results a local office is recommended to be 
established to monitor level of pollution as part of a serious 
attempt in helping to tackle air pollution which should be 
enshrined as a main objective of future infrastructure plans in any 
forthcoming local or national Government review.



No systematic mapping of 
pollution hotspot areas and non-
existence or inaccurate means of 

measuring harmful pollutants

Thank you for your attention


